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volume are surgery of the intestines, including hernia, and 
surgery of the genito-urinary organs. Further chapters in the 
vo ume are devoted to the eye and ear and to military, naval, and 
tropical surgery. 

The volumes that compose this monumental work have ap¬ 
peared with regularity since the issue of the first volume, which 
was reviewed in the Annals of Surgery for Januaiy, 1907. 
Each volume has justified the claims made in the first announce- 
ment that the book would represent the best surgical practice 
of to-day; and such is eminently true of the present volume, as 
will be appreciated when we say that the article on “ Hernia ” is 

'"p 6 " h J t B ‘ CoIe y: 11131 on “ Surgery of the Rectum,” 
by Robert Abbe; that on “ Surgery of the Kidney,” by Joseph 
Ransohoff; that on "Stone in the Bladder,” by A. T Cabot- 
that on " Surgery of the Prostate,” by Hugh H. Young; and 
that on the Appendix Vermiformis,” by John B. Murphy. 

he other chapters also come from the pens of men of the highest 
attainments in the respective fields assigned to them. 

The character of the illustrations is worthy of special notice; 
they are numerous and represent the best type of the illustrative 
art of the present day, and, with rare exceptions, they really 
dlusrtate. Special notice may be made of the colored plates 
whidi illustrate the article on the “ Surgery of the Kidney." 

We congratulate the veteran author upon a most satisfactory 
working out of his plans for what must be the chef d’antvre of a 
long and eminent career as a teacher and operator. One volume 
alone now remains to complete the series. 

Constipation and Intestinal Obstruction. By Samuel 
Goodwin Gant, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Diseases of the 
Rectum and Anus, New York Post Graduate Medical School 
and Hospital. 540 pages, 250 illustrations. W. B. Saun¬ 
ders Co., Philadelphia and London, 1909. 

The author has endeavored to present to the profession a 
practical treatise on the etiology, pathology, symptoms, and treat¬ 
ment of constipation and obstipation. The first half of the work 
is utilized in the presentation of the educational, prophylactic 
psychic, dietetic, physical, and medicinal treatment of chronic 
constipation. Then follows the consideration of the complications 
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and consequences of constipation, spastic and acute constipation, 
and that of infants and children. The surgical treatment then 
receives extended attention, and the various intestinal operations 
which have lately come into vogue are considered at length. - The 
last few chapters give a review of the present-day conception and 
treatment of splanchnoptosis. 

Continued reiteration is made of the fact that the author is 
opposed to the use of drugs in any form, except occasionally 
when they are administered merely symptomatically; but for the 
advocates of the management of constipation by medicine he has 
introduced two chapters which have been devoted to its consid¬ 
eration. Indications for the various classes of remedies are taken 
up in one, and the other contains a fairly complete formulary of 
the favorite prescriptions by prominent men. 

Thus, as one might expect, emphasis is laid on the manifold 
benefits to be derived from psychotheraphy, diet, and physical 
measures. The last are particularly to be remarked; and we find 
fully considered the various bodily movements, the many methods 
of massage, the multitude of baths, rubs, douches, compresses and 
packs, and the latter-day apparatus for mechanical vibration, 
together with the different methods of administering electricity. 

The extensive chapter on the treatment of gastro-, hepato-, 
spleno- and nephroptosis, seems to the writer to be hardly relevant 
to the subject at hand, but is very interesting. 

The book is well written and its subject matter instructive. 
The illustrations, which are original, are reproduced with remark¬ 
able clearness. Many of the suggestions of the author, however, 
will, I fear, have to be foregone by the majority of practitioners, 
as the facilities for carrying them out can only be found in the 
larger cities. There are, however, many valuable methods of 
procedure which one can glean from it, so that both from a 
literary and scientific point of view it is to be commended. 



